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U. S. WILLING 7O JOIN LEAGUE
OF NATIONS FOR PEACE

abandonment of
{ niled Slales
the Admiu
Presideni

P'ie following suqaestion as to a possibli
the Monroe Doctrine as @ prrmanent policy of the
qovernment appeared tn the statement authorized by
istration and made public yeslerday in ea planation of
Wilson's recent nale ta the ‘-JY-II.‘-‘alr poicers;s

As Lo permanent guarantecs it was officialhy
deelared that the United States stands ready to
enter any kind of international agreciuent that
may seem most desirable to the nation. whether
permanent peace is to be sceured hy force, if
necessary. or by law. The country is not coni-
mitled to any one plan and President Wilson is
entirely open to suggestions.

1 the that the

country can be committed to an abandonmen! of

is Administration’s vien
the poliey of isolation, much as President Monroe
committed it to the Monroe Doetrine. without
Senate action.  In the plans so far contemplated.
however, it is probable the nations would be hound
by treaty agreement, which wonld necessarily have
to he ratitied by the Senale. so far as the [ nited

States 1s coneerned,
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* | in his speech to Parliament Tuesday.

PRESIDENT IS CONFIDENT
HIS VIEWS WILL PREVAILL

FFeels Resentment Must Die Out as
Allied Peoples Come to Realize
Continued War Wili ‘Bleed

World White’

U. S. 1S ENTITLED TO KNOW
WAR AIMS, WILSON’S STAND

Asks if France Demands Alsace and Indem-
nity and if She Has Definite Plan 1o End
German Militarism—Expects Im-
possible Terms at First

By The Associated Press

Washington, Dee. 23.—A desire for information as to their
exact meaning in slating that they seek a “just and permanent
peace” is the whole purpese of the note addressed to all the
helligerents by President Wilson. The United States desires a
full, practical and detailed statement from cach of the govern-
ments addressed, This outline, and what follows, was stated
offivially to-day for the Administration.

This government does not know, and feels that it has no
real means of knowing, what terms would be required by each
of the helligerents to make peace. It reguicds the recent
speeches of the leading statesmen in all countries as vague
and undefineds and sees nothing in them that would enable a
vonference to draw up i treaty.

All speak of the rights of small nations, the repugnance
of conquest and the guarantees of a permanent peace, but no
one nation has vet gone into what it means by those phrases
in a way that the government of the United States can under-
stand. |

ASKS WHAT FRANCE WILL DEMAND

[tecent press comment has been taken to enhance that
vagueness. France, for instance, has not disclosed if what
shie considers a just peace means the evacuation of her north-
ern provinees, or, in addition to that, the restoration of Alsace-
Lorraine, or if in addition to both those claims she expects &
money indemnity for the damage ol invasion, or beyond that
il she has an actual programme for doing away with so-called
German militarism. In short, the United States asks what
she would accept to-day as the basis of peace.

Similar issues apply to all the belligerent countries in
merelv a varyving form. What President Wilson wants is their
details, As the largest neutral facing grave problems, and as
the friend of all parties concerned, the United States feels
most earnestly that it is entitled to know those facts. Unless
some one of the groups lays down its actual terms there will
be no basis for negotiation and no possibility of peace till the
world is bled white, officials declare,

There is not the slightest expectation here that the terms
laid down will be reconcilable at first. It is known that some
of the nations will demand what in actuality is impossible.
Nevertheless, the naming of those terms will afford a basis of
negotiation, a starting place from which the conflicting inter-
ests can begin to converge. i

THINK U. S. VIEW MUST PREVAIL

Nor is any embarrassment seen to any of the nations in
naming such terme. It is understood in advance that they are
likely to fluctuate with the military changes and are not perma-
nently binding under new conditions. Whatever any nation
feels must be included in its terms for moral reasons can also.
be added to the terms without embarrassment, it is said.

As to permanent guarantees, it was officially declared that
the United States stands ready to enter any kind of interna-
tional agreement that may seem most desirable to the nation,

. whether permanent peace is to be secured by force, if necessary,

or by law. The country is not committed to any one plan and
President Wilson is entirely open to suggestions. .

It is the Administration view that the country can be com- |
mitted to an abandonment of the policy of isolation, much as |
President Monroe committed it to the Monroe Doctrine, with-
out Senate action. In the plans so far contemplated, however,
it is probable the nations would be bound by treaty agreement,
which would necessarily have to be ratified by the Senate, so
far as the United =tates is concerned,

A fuller understanding of the embarrassment caused to |
the Administration by the coincidence of its note with the
German proposals was given to-day, when it was said that, de-
spite the early unfavorable effect which the note was expected :
to have in the Allied countries through that fact, it was de-
cided to risk it in view of the greater interest involved. It is |
expected i may be some time before the American \'iewpolqt
will be accepted abroad, but it is felt that in the end it certainly
will prevail. |

[t was also stated most emphatically that the note was nos
rushed off on Monday in order to get to Premier Lloyd George
before he had irrevocably committed the Allies against peace
That assumption was

s e




